
1. Open strategic autonomy and the direction of EU trade policy
  The EU’s new trade policy revolves around ‘open strategic autonomy’. But what does this mean, and what are 

the highlights and the lowlights of the strategy? Will it satisfy domestic concerns about globalization, as well as 
entice new trade partners? And how will it shape its trade relations with the US, China and others?

2. Global trade rules: will the WTO reform?
  All eyes are on the WTO’s new leadership to jump-start trade multilateralism. But can global trade rules be 

updated? And if so, which rules should be fixed first? The pandemic has unlevelled the global playing field due 
to widespread use of subsidies. Can the WTO play a role to address these imbalances, and how to ensure that 
WTO reform is supported by all? 

3.  Is trade working for all?: Can globalization deliver for citizens, developing countries 
and SMEs?

  Can the benefits of global trade be spread more equitably? How do we ensure that globalization and economic 
interdependence leads to cooperation, not confrontation. Does it mean changing the trade agreements we 
negotiate, or the trade rules we set? And who should take the lead?
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Building back better? Global trade 
and the post-COVID-19 challenge
Beyond the pandemic, how will the global trade system change? Globalization seems to be in retreat: protectionist reflexes 
remain strong, the tendency towards regionalisation is increasing and the search for resilience continues. But trade can, and 
should, play a role in the global recovery. Also, after the pandemic there are opportunities to make the trade system better, 
more sustainable, more inclusive, with stronger multilateral rules, including on digital trade. Understanding the dynamics of 
the post-COVID-19 trade system requires a better understanding of the political and economic dynamics in key regions and the 
challenges they pose for the future of global trade. 

The AIG Global Trade Series 2021 will explore these issues in the following 10 podcasts. Events will be held in 2021 examining 
the topics raised throughout the podcast series. The series will be moderated by Rem Korteweg, Senior Research Fellow, 
Clingendael Institute.

Topics



Knowledge Partner:

Series Partners

The Global Trade Series is a collaboration between AIG and the following international organizations with leading expertise 
on global trade: Georgetown Law, Institute of International Economic Law; Chatham House; the Clingendael Institute; the 
International Chamber of Commerce UK and France; the Delors Institute; the Research Institute of Economy, Trade & Industry, 
IAA; and the Bertelsmann Stiftung (Knowledge Partner).

4. Digital transformation: Standards, taxation and global governance
  Digital services have boomed during the pandemic, bringing to the fore questions of global standards, 

governance and taxation. How can digital trade rules be made fit for purpose, based on democratic values, 
without stifling innovation or resorting to techno-nationalism? And whose rules should apply?

5. After the pandemic: trade, health and protectionism
  As economies emerge from the COVID-19 pandemic, a protectionist impulse has become apparent. How 

to avoid vaccine nationalism, export restrictions in the health sector and nationalization of medical supply 
chains?  How can trade be part of the answer to pandemic preparedness? How can new trade barriers in the 
post-COVID-19 world be avoided?

6. US- China relations: when decoupling meets dual circulation
  Under President Biden, the world’s single-most important trading relationship enters a new phase. How 

will Biden’s trade policy towards China develop, and how will China respond?  Is the trade war doomed to 
continue, will the push for supply chain diversification be a source of tensions, or can the two trade juggernauts 
strike a new balance?

7. Trade and the Indo-Pacific: CPTPP, BRI & RCEP
  In this vibrant region, complementary and competing trade initiatives are taking shape. Will the future of 

globalization be decided by events in the Indo-Pacific? How will it shape relations between India and China, 
and what does it mean for Europe and the United States?

8. Trade integration and the Americas: Mercosur, CPTPP and beyond
   How are regional and plurilateral agreements taking shape in the Americas, and how are ties with China, the 

US and EU developing? What are the region’s expectations for reform of the global trade system, and what role 
can it play?

9. Climate and Trade: on the road to COP26
  Ambitious climate policies are needed to address the climate crisis. But what does this mean for trade? 

Will it spell the end of globalization? Or can global trade help achieve climate targets, for instance with a 
(transatlantic) carbon border tax? What role should trade play in the climate transition?

10. Is the future regional?
  As supply chains are reviewed after the COVID-19 pandemic, will the search for more resilience lead to more 

regionalisation? Is this a harbinger for deglobalization, or are regional trade agreements the future for global 
trade networks?
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