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AIG Present Wheelchair Rugby
Tuesday 15 November 2016 – To celebrate AIG’s partnerships with New Zealand
Rugby and the Endeavour Fund, today AIG hosted a morning of wheelchair rugby.
Eight athletes from Help for Heroes (H4H) Sports Recovery were invited to play
wheelchair rugby against four players from the Māori All Blacks rugby team, ahead
of their match against Harlequin F.C. tomorrow (Wednesday 16 November, 2016).
The H4H Wheelchair Rugby Team which included Bronze Medallists from the 2016
Invictus Games, travelled from across the UK to Richmond upon Thames College in
Twickenham. After meeting their opponents and introducing them to the sport with a
skills and drills session, the Māori All Blacks experienced first-hand what it is like to
compete in the sport dubbed ‘murderball’ as they went head-to-head in a thrilling
match.
Sarah Davies, AIG’s coordinator of the Endeavour Fund partnership and who
helped organise the event said:
“As Lead Corporate Partner of the Endeavour Fund AIG is delighted to incorporate
it’s sponsorship of New Zealand Rugby to help celebrate the power of sport as a
recovery tool. With help from coaches from H4H Sports Recovery who delivered the
session today, we are proud to showcase our support and provide this unique
experience for wounded, injured and sick veterans and our staff, who came down to
support and cheer the teams on.”
The Endeavour Fund was created in 2012 by The Royal Foundation, the private
charitable vehicle of their Royal Highnesses’ The Duke and Duchess of Cambridge
and Prince Harry. It supports wounded, injured and sick Service Personnel and
Veterans using sport and adventurous challenges as part of their recovery and
rehabilitation. Last year AIG signed up as the Lead Corporate Partner and exclusive
insurance partner for three years.
David Wiseman, Head of Armed Forces Programmes at the Royal Foundation,
said:
“I’m thrilled that through our partnership with AIG we’re able to offer these kind of
experiences to wounded, injured and sick Servicemen and women. It’s not every
day that you get the chance to play against the Māori All Blacks rugby team so we’re
very grateful to AIG for this incredible opportunity. The Help for Heroes Wheelchair
Rugby team had a fantastic time today and really enjoyed putting the Māori All
Blacks through their paces and teaching them a few skills. You never know, they
may come in handy in future matches!”
Stuart Robinson, H4H Wheelchair Rugby Team Captain and Bronze Medallist
at the 2016 Invictus Games in Orlando, said:
“The opportunity to play any variant of rugby against the Māori All Blacks is a
massive privilege. With their handling skills, technical knowledge and mind-set it
should prove to be a good match up against our skills, chair ability and experience.
To start with; it'll take them a short while to get used to the chairs and the many
different aspects of the game. However once they've grasped some of these it
should prove to be quite a match up.
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Sport has provided me with the focus and drive to get out of bed and push onto the
gym, even on the coldest and darkest days. To have a reason and an opportunity to
perform not just in front of crowds but alongside other wounded colleagues, gives
me motivation each and every day.”
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Notes to editors:
About Endeavour Fund
The Endeavour Fund is a project managed as part of the Armed Forces Programmes at The Royal
Foundation of The Duke and Duchess of Cambridge and Prince Harry. It plays an important role in
supporting Servicemen and women with the ambition to rediscover their self-belief and fighting spirit
through physical challenges. Engagement in physical challenge promotes recovery by targeting the
physical, psychological and social impacts of injury. AIG, the global insurance company, last year signed
up as the lead corporate partner of the Endeavour Fund for the next three years. More information can be
found at www.endeavourfund.co.uk.
About AIG
American International Group, Inc. (AIG) is a leading global insurance organization.
Founded in 1919, today AIG member companies provide a wide range of property casualty
insurance, life insurance, retirement products, mortgage insurance and other financial
services to customers in more than 100 countries and jurisdictions. These diverse
offerings include products and services that help businesses and individuals protect their
assets, manage risks and provide for retirement security. AIG common stock is listed on
the New York Stock Exchange and the Tokyo Stock Exchange.
Additional information about AIG can be found at www.aig.com and
www.aig.com/strategyupdate | YouTube: www.youtube.com/aig | Twitter: @AIGinsurance |
LinkedIn: http://www.linkedin.com/company/aig. These references with additional
information about AIG have been provided as a convenience, and the information
contained on such websites is not incorporated by reference into this press release.
AIG is the marketing name for the worldwide property-casualty, life and retirement, and
general insurance operations of American International Group, Inc. For additional
information, please visit our website at www.aig.com. All products and services are written
or provided by subsidiaries or affiliates of American International Group, Inc. Products or
services may not be available in all countries, and coverage is subject to actual policy
language. Non-insurance products and services may be provided by independent third
parties. Certain property-casualty coverages may be provided by a surplus lines insurer.
Surplus lines insurers do not generally participate in state guaranty funds, and insureds
are therefore not protected by such funds.

