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New Sentencing Guidelines for Health & Safety 
and Corporate Manslaughter Offences

There is now a formulaic approach to 
sentencing which assesses culpability  
and harm levels, turnover, proportionality 
and aggravating/mitigating factors 
(including early guilty pleas). 

A positive aspect is that there will be greater 
clarity in advance on the likely level of any 
fine but costs in respect of both the Prosecution 
and Defence are likely to increase dramatically 
too as will be the use of expert evidence. 
Maximum fines for H&S and Corporate 
Manslaughter offences for “Large” 
organisations (over £50M turnover) 
are £10M and £20M respectively and 
these fines will be higher for “Very Large” 
organisations (e.g. turnover over £250M).
 
A headline area to also be aware of is  
that individuals who are careless but the  
result is death risk custodial sentences  
of up to 26 weeks.

Under the current regime carelessness,  
which means an offender did not fall far  
short of the appropriate standard would  
be unlikely to even reach a prosecution.

A working example of how the new 
Guidelines are a game changer relates  
to a prosecution in May 2015 of a  
global tyre manufacturer who were  
fined £195K following an employee  
dying inside an autoclave (oven) which 
reached temperatures of 145ºC. Under  
the new Sentencing regime the starting  
point is likely to be £2M with a range  
up to £5.25M plus costs.
 
We would like to provide you with an 
overview of the new Sentencing Guidelines 
together with interactive training on the 
potential impact on your organisation.

Look out for our seminar dates coming soon.
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The new Guidelines come 
into force for cases heard 
after 1 February 2016 
irrespective of when the 
accident occurred. These 
Guidelines are likely to 
significantly increase:

 i.  The level of fines for 
companies and; 

ii.  The length of any 
custodial sentence and/
or fine for individuals 
(including Directors).

The Sentencing Council has recently issued new Definitive Guidelines for the criminal Courts 
when handing down sentences for Health & Safety/Corporate Manslaughter offences. 
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