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The 2016 Summer Olympics, officially known as the Games of the XXXI 
Olympiad, is an international multi-sport event taking place in Brazil from 
5-21 August 2016. The games will be held at more than 30 venues in Rio de 
Janeiro, the host city for the event, as well as venues in the capital Brasilia, 
São Paulo, Salvador, Belo Horizonte and Manaus.

 � More than 10,000 athletes from an expected 206 National Olympic 
Committees will compete at the event, which is expected to draw 
350,000 to 500,000 foreign visitors to the country. The opening 
ceremony will be held on 5 August and the closing ceremony will be 
held on 21 August; however, some events will begin on 3 August, prior 
to the official start.

 � The size and scale of the 2016 Olympics presents a number of unique 
security concerns and challenges for Brazilian authorities, despite 
preparations and personnel dedicated to securing the event. Major 
concerns exist regarding the city’s already busy and congested 
roadways and public transportation system, as well as a number of 
logistical and environmental issues that have yet to be addressed. 

 � Ongoing issues related to political instability, government corruption 
and an economic crisis will also likely impact conditions during the 
event. In addition, Rio has experienced recent outbreaks of several 
mosquito-borne diseases, including dengue fever and the chikungunya 
and Zika viruses.

Key areas of concern and measures taken to mitigate potential security 
and safety concerns are discussed below. AIG’s Travel Security team is 
able to assist clients and travelers in order to minimize security and safety 
concerns and increase convenience before, during and after the games. 
In addition to security-related advice, AIG Travel Security is able to 
arrange operational services, including varying levels of secure ground 
transportation and escorts/protective agents. For additional information or 
to inquire about services, please contact HoustonGSOC@aig.com. Those 
who plan to visit Brazil during the games should, however, be cognizant 
of the need to arrange services in advance given the influx of visitors to the 
country and demand for services.

Brazil 2016 Summer Olympic Games

For further information please contact AIG Travel 
Security at HoustonGSOC@aig.com.
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Numerous safety and security-related concerns exist in Brazil, and 
individuals visiting for the Olympics may be exposed to such risks. Long-
standing issues, such as crime, present the most significant concern; 
however, elevated levels of civil unrest such as those seen during past 
international sports events held in the country are also of concern. The 
government has employed more than 85,000 security forces, including 
military and police personnel, to secure the event – more than double the 
number deployed during the 2012 London Olympics. 

Political Issues and Stability

Although Brazil maintains a relatively stable political structure, political 
stability remains a moderate concern in the country due to increasingly 
widespread anti-government demonstrations that began in mid-2013. While 
demonstrations are typically motivated by social, political and economic 
issues, concerns regarding government corruption have intensified anti-
government sentiment nationwide in recent years.

 � Most recently, the Brazilian legislature ruled in favor of moving forward 
with impeachment proceedings against President Dilma. Local and 
international experts suggest the proceedings are an opposition 
maneuver to unseat Rousseff amid the ongoing Petrobras graft scandal, 
which has implicated numerous high-level politicians. Rousseff will be 
suspended for up to 180 days pending the results of a trial. Until then, 
Vice President Michel Temer will serve as interim president. 

 � The situation has led to widespread, sporadically violent demonstrations 
that have the potential to harm bystanders during the Olympics. Such 
risks will especially heighten should Rousseff step down or be impeached 
ahead of or during the event.

Crime

The primary security concern for individuals visiting Brazil for the Olympics 
is crime. The influx of tourism associated with the event increases one’s risk 
of being targeted for opportunistic crimes, including pick-pocketing and 
bag-snatching, as well as scams, such as overcharging by street vendors 
and on public transportation. Such risks are especially elevated for foreign 
nationals perceived to be wealthy. Other issues such as violent crime and 
kidnapping are also present.

 � Violent crime, including crime associated with organized criminal groups, 
gangs and other, smaller criminal elements, is generally concentrated 
in the marginalized, economically disadvantaged pockets of Brazilian 
cities known locally as favelas or shantytowns. Favelas are a fixture 
of Brazilian urban society and are located in every major city in the 
country, including Rio de Janeiro and São Paulo. While the majority 
of Rio’s favelas cascade the city’s rolling hills, it should be noted 
that slums can materialize with little to no notice and are often built 
in close proximity to or even directly on the border of more affluent 
neighborhoods of the city. 

 � The government has taken significant measures to “pacify,” or secure, 
some of the city’s more prominent favelas, including Rocinha and those 
bordering Maracanã Stadium, where prominent Olympic events, such as 
the opening and closing ceremonies, will be held. 

 � A greater security presence should not be mistaken for increased security, 
despite the measures in place, as pacification often disperses criminal 
activity from favelas into surrounding areas, rather than eliminating crime. 
Violent crime can occur anywhere in the city and has spilled over into 
affluent neighborhoods and popular tourist destinations in the past. 

 � Express kidnapping is an issue in Brazil; criminals kidnaps an individual, 
usually one using an ATM, by gunpoint and forces him/her to withdraw 
money from multiple ATMs until no more funds can be withdrawn or bank 
cards have reached their withdrawal limit. 

 � A variant on this called “quicknapping” takes place when the assailant 
attempts to extort a ransom from the kidnapped individual’s family 
or friends. Quicknapping has become increasingly common in Rio. 
Although this crime generally occurs in the vicinity of ATMs, tourists and 
businesspeople are sometimes targeted in isolated incidents, and an 
influx of tourism increases one’s risk of falling victim to such crime.

Civil Unrest

Demonstrations and protest actions are common in Brazil and are typically 
motivated by social, political and economic issues. Such demonstrations 
have become increasingly political in recent years amid deteriorating 
economic and government corruption issues. Massive demonstrations in the 
country often impact public transportation services including taxi, bus and 
metro, effectively eliminating the ability to transit the city, and visitors should 
be cognizant of the potential for disruptions during such events.

 � The primary concerns center on the ongoing Petrobras scandal and the 
multitude of major sport events that have been held since 2013, which 
have inspired demonstrations, including during the 2013 Confederations 
Cup and the 2014 FIFA World Cup. Civil unrest concerns have become a 
primary consideration for security threats possible in country.

 � The 2016 Olympics have incited widespread demonstrations across 
Brazil, primarily in Rio de Janeiro, against the government’s allocation 
of resources toward an event that does not necessarily improve socio-
economic conditions at home. While President Dilma Rousseff is not 
directly implicated in a highly controversial graft scandal, public outcry 
against government corruption has led to a congressional effort to 
impeach her. Should Rousseff step down or be impeached ahead of 
or during the Olympics, resultant civil unrest has the potential to harm 
unaffiliated bystanders, including tourists, and disrupt travel throughout 
the country. 

Foreign nationals, namely those from Western countries and regions 
including the U.S. and Europe, typically need a tourist visa to enter 
Brazil. However, the Brazilian federal government has waived tourist 
visa requirements for U.S., Canadian, Australian and Japanese passport 
holders from 1 June to 18 September 2016 to facilitate tourism to Brazil 
during the Olympic period. South American passport holders generally 
do not require visas to enter Brazil. 

Entry Requirements

Security and Safety Issues
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Corruption

Corruption is a longstanding issue in Brazil, especially within the 
government. Local and federal politicians are particularly known to practice 
paternalism, cronyism and patronage, primarily in exchange for personal 
benefits within the financial sector. Major corruption scandals have also 
incited widespread and sporadically violent demonstrations against 
endemic government corruption. 

 � Government corruption is unlikely to impact those visiting for the 
Olympics directly, but increasingly widespread civil unrest associated 
with the scandal has the potential to cause disruptions.

 � Corruption among local security forces, namely the police, remains a 
significant concern to individuals in Brazil. For example, federal police 
are known demand bribes from foreign travelers after exaggerating or 
falsifying charges against them. 

Terrorism

Although terrorism is generally a low concern in Brazil, the potential for an 
attack at Olympic venues or other infrastructure cannot be ruled out entirely. 
According to the country’s national intelligence agency, terrorism concerns 
have increased given recent attacks in Brussels, Belgium and Paris, France, 
but there are no indications of direct threats to the Olympics.

 � Due to concerns authorities have enacted such measures as the 
establishment of cybersecurity centers to intercept intelligence and 
prevent attacks against communications and infrastructure as well as 
the deployment of approximately 85,000 security personnel to provide 
security outside official Olympic facilities, on public transportation and at 
tourist destinations. 

 � Units have focused on gathering information pertaining to potential 
“lone-wolf” attacks, which are generally carried out by independent 
terrorists influenced by online propaganda. 

Olympic and Paralympic Schedule and Primary Event locations

Click here to view the official daily competition schedule.

Click here to view the Paralympic schedule and results.

Click here to view the Olympic schedule and results. 

Infrastructure

Both the Brazilian government and private entities have invested billions of 
dollars in improving already well-established and extensive transportation 
infrastructure in Rio de Janeiro ahead of the Olympics, both in areas 
associated with the event and highly-trafficked tourist destinations. 
Improvements have also been made to previously less-developed portions 
of the city, such as the port area adjacent to downtown. 

 � Not all projects promised in the country’s original bid to host the games 
have been completed. There have also been several noteworthy 
infrastructure failures associated with the projects. 

 � Although an increased security presence is expected at public 
transportation hubs in order to facilitate transportation associated with 
the Olympics, it should be noted that the use of public transportation, 
including metro, bus and taxi systems, increases one’s risk of being 
targeted for crime.  

Airports

Rio de Janeiro/Galeão  – Antonio Carlos Jobim International Airport 
(SBGL/GIG) is located approximately 12 mi (20 km) north of central Rio 
de Janeiro in the western Galeão neighborhood of Ilha do Governador. 
Travel between the airport and downtown generally takes about 20 minutes 
in normal traffic. Santos Dumont Airport (SBRJ/SDU) is a domestic airport 
situated to the east of central Rio de Janeiro on Guanabara Bay. It is located 
approximately 2.5 mi (4 km) from the downtown area. Travel times typically 
ranging from 10-15 minutes in normal traffic. 

Roads

Most major roads in and around Rio de Janeiro are generally in good 
repair and do not pose a significant safety concern. However, less-
frequented roadways are in poorer condition, particularly in the periphery 
of the city and in hillside favela areas. Heavy traffic conditions throughout 
much of Rio de Janeiro cause even the shortest of trips to take extended 
periods of time. 

 � Erratic driving habits and failure by some drivers to obey traffic laws 
cause hazardous conditions. 

 � Crime is not uncommon along roadways and can increase security 
concerns for individuals. 

 � Credentialed vehicles, including those carrying high-level foreign 
delegations, will utilize dedicated “Olympic lanes,” in an attempt 
to minimize traffic disruptions. As with express lanes dedicated for 
credentialed buses, the Olympic lanes are an attempt to facilitate 
Olympic games-related transportation along Rio’s typically congested 
roads.

Taxis

Taxis are widely available in major urban areas throughout Brazil, including 
in Rio de Janeiro, and can be identified by the color yellow, orange or red. 
Taxis charge a base rate and then rate per distance traveled. 

 � While taxis are widely available in major urban areas, pre-arranged 
transportation is recommended to reduce one’s risk of being scammed or 
targeted for crime. 

 � Unregistered taxi drivers are known to overcharge foreign nationals 
and, in some cases, have even mugged and/or assaulted passengers. 
Additionally, some taxi drivers, especially those affiliated with 
unregistered taxis, have worked in collusion with criminal elements to 
conduct express kidnappings. 

 � If possible, travelers should not hail taxis from the road and should rely 
on a vetted service or hotel taxi services for transport in order to avoid 
potential victimization by taxi drivers.

https://www.rio2016.com/sites/default/files/users/rio2016_files/guia_ingressoing_2015_daily_0.pdf
https://www.rio2016.com/en/paralympics/schedule-and-results
https://www.rio2016.com/en/schedule-and-results
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Beyond transportation concerns, numerous areas of the city have been 
expanded or improved in order to accommodate the influx of tourism 
expected during the Olympics. Major investments have been made to 
expand and improve infrastructure in Barra da Tijuca as well as in more 
popular tourist areas of the city, such as Copacabana in southern Rio. 

 � Despite such investments, individuals should expect more limited 
accommodation options in areas outside of Olympic venues or popular 
tourist destinations, such as central Rio. 

 � Many hotels may experience full-capacity levels and be unavailable to 
visitors. As such, even individuals not visiting Brazil for the Olympics may 
find it difficult or more expensive to obtain accommodations that were not 
arranged in advance due to increased demand.

 � Individuals should monitor local media in order to remain abreast 
of developments that may impact security conditions in country. For 
example, socio-political and economic unrest has the potential to harm 
unaffiliated and otherwise innocent bystanders.

 � Foreign visitors should prearrange all overland travel in country, 
especially between the airport and the city, in order to reduce criminal 
risks. Additionally, foreign nationals should carry all personal travel 
documents, as well as Olympic credentials and tickets, on their person.

 � Foreign nationals should anticipate the likelihood of a language barrier 
while in country. While venues and transportation infrastructure directly 
associated with the Olympics, as well as Western-style hotels, will likely 
have multilingual translations or staff, roadways and street signage may 
be marked in Portuguese alone.  

 � Travelers should anticipate potential travel delays/disruptions due to 
security initiatives as well as an influx of tourism and should prepare for 
longer than normal commuting times in Rio de Janeiro. 

 � Visitors should remain vigilant and maintain a low profile, as well as 
minimize overt displays of wealth and/or foreign nationality, while 
in country. Additionally, individuals are advised to limit solitary travel 

by foot, especially during the nighttime hours, in Rio de Janeiro and 
throughout Brazil as a general precaution.

 � Pedestrians should practice caution before crossing roads, as crossways 
may not be sufficiently marked or observed by motorists. 

 � Visitors should cooperate with any uniformed security personnel they 
encounter. 

 � Visitors should avoid all demonstrations/protests due to associated 
security risks.

 � Individuals should avoid favelas, as security concerns in such areas are 
significantly more elevated than in other portions of the city.

 � Visitors should be cognizant of public health concerns, namely Zika virus, 
and take precautionary measures and delay unprotected sexual activity/
pregnancy in order to reduce exposure to the virus, and the risk of 
congenital birth defects associated with the disease, following their visit.

 � Travelers who have not already done so and who have access to the 
Travel Guard Assistance website are encouraged to sign up for Travel 
Alerts; other alerting options may be available through one’s diplomatic 
mission notification system.

Accommodations

Security and Safety Tips and Recommendations

Buses

Buses are the primary form of public transportation in major urban areas 
throughout Brazil, including in Rio de Janeiro, due to their relatively low 
cost and availability of lines that run throughout the city. The government 
has expanded such routes to include express lanes exclusively for Olympic 
events. Although bus service is widely available and commonly used, there 
are high levels of petty crime on buses and at bus stations, particularly 
during the nighttime hours. 

 � Travelers should be aware that buses are extremely overcrowded, and 
operators often have chaotic driving habits. 

 � Additionally, buses have been targeted by protesters in the past in major 
urban centers, including Rio de Janeiro, during which time they are set 
on fire. Various incidences of sexual assault have also been reported at 
stations and bus rides, especially late at night when buses are empty. 

Criminal activity is frequently reported on buses and at bus terminals, 
particularly in major cities such as Rio de Janeiro. In addition, intra-city 
buses have been subject to hijackings and armed banditry, with the threat 
most prevalent in the metropolitan areas of Rio de Janeiro and São Paulo.  

Rail

Rio de Janeiro’s subway system, Metro Rio, has two lines and approximately 
35 stations. It is extremely crowded during business hours, and incidents of 
petty and other crimes increase on the subway during the nighttime hours. 

 � Male travelers are allowed to use every train car except the last one, 
which is designated for female travelers only and can be identified by its 
pink exterior. 

 � Female travelers, however, are allowed to use any train car. This optional 
segregation is an attempt to protect women from incidents of sexual 
harassment, which are common on most forms of public transportation, 
but increase in particular during the late-night hours.
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Medical Overview

Brazil has a high level of medical care. However, it varies in quality, 
particularly in remote areas, and may not meet U.S. or Western standards 
outside of major cities, such as Rio de Janeiro and São Paulo. That said, 
prescription and over-the-counter medicines are widely available and 
emergency services are responsive in most major urban areas, including Rio 
de Janeiro. 

 � Travelers may call a private ambulance company directly or call 192 and 
request an ambulance for a public hospital. Callers must stay on the line 
to provide the location as phone calls are not automatically tracked. 

 � Other important phone numbers include Emergency 199, Police 190 and 
Fire Department 193.

Sanitation Concerns

Food and Water

Tap water in Brazil is generally unsafe to drink; travelers are advised 
to consume only sterilized or bottled water. This applies to water used 
for brushing teeth, making ice and washing foods. In addition, it is not 
recommended to swim or bathe in rivers. Pasteurized milk can normally 
be found in major cities, hotels and resorts. Unpasteurized milk should be 
boiled before consumption, or powdered or tinned milk should be used 
as an alternative. Fruit and vegetables should only be consumed if they 
have been peeled or cooked. Undercooked meat and fish should not be 
consumed. Food from street vendors should be avoided as this carries a 
higher risk of causing illness.

Diseases

Mosquito-borne diseases including yellow fever, malaria, dengue fever and 
chikungunya and Zika virus are common in Brazil. 

 � The most recent notable concern centers on the ongoing, mosquito-borne 
Zika virus outbreak spreading across the Americas region, and increasing 
public health concerns in Brazil ahead of the Olympics. While the 
pandemic is concentrated in the poorer, more marginalized northeastern 
portion of the country, including Pernambuco and Bahia states, Zika virus 
has been reported in Rio de Janeiro leaving individuals in country at risk 
of exposure. 

 � Both the Brazilian government and the U.S.-based Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) have advised individuals in and traveling 
to Brazil to take precautionary measures and delay unprotected sexual 
activity/pregnancy for varied amounts of time in order to reduce 
exposure to the virus and the risk of congenital birth defects associated 
with the disease following their visit. 

 � Despite such recommendations, no major Western governments presently 
have any restrictions on travel to Brazil in place. Additionally, a waning 
rainy reason and extensive sanitation efforts to reduce the mosquito 
population are likely to reduce associated health risks in Rio de Janeiro 
during the event. 

 � Despite the lack of government restrictions, the CDC currently has a 
travel alert in place regarding Zika virus. Zika virus can be spread from 
mosquito to human, as well as from a pregnant woman to her unborn 
baby. The virus is typically a mosquito-borne disease, but there have 
been confirmed cases of transmission through sexual contact and blood 
transfusion. Because infection in a pregnant woman is linked to a serious 
birth defect of the brain called microcephaly and other congenital birth 
defects, the CDC advises pregnant women against traveling to Brazil for 
the time being. 

 � For up-to-date information regarding the Zika virus, including specific 
recommendations regarding Zika virus and pregnancy, please review the 
CDC’s website on Zika: wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/notices/alert/2016-
summer-olympics-rio

 � There is currently no vaccine for dengue. Dengue usually presents 
fever, rash and body aches and clears relatively quickly; or the infected 
individual may be asymptomatic. However, it can be rapidly fatal in a 
minority of severe cases. Consult CDC Yellow Book for the signs and 
symptoms of severe dengue. 

 � There is currently no vaccine or medicine to prevent chikungunya. The 
only way to prevent chikungunya is to prevent mosquito bites. Preventing 
bites can be difficult, but it is important as you can get sick after just one 
bite.

Hospitals and Clinics
Please be advised that the following facilities are intended as a list of available options and are 
not necessarily recommended or endorsed by AIG Travel.  The ultimate choice to seek medical 
treatment is the travelers, and patients may be responsible for fees.  Though AIG Travel makes 
every effort to provide visitors with the most accurate information available, AIG Travel cannot 
guarantee the quality of the service provided by any medical service provider.

HOSPITAL SAMARITANO (PRIVATE)
Rua Bambina 98 
Botafogo, RJ
Tel: +55 21 2537 9722

CLÍNICA SÃO VICENTE  (PRIVATE)
Rua Joao Borges 204 
Gavea, RJ
Tel: +55 21 2529 4422

HOSPITAL COPA D’OR (PRIVATE)
Rua Figueiredo de Magalhaes  875
Copacabana, RJ
Tel: +55 21 2545 3600

CLÍNICA GALDINO CAMPOS 
(PRIVATE)
Av. Nossa Sra. de Copacabana 492 
Copacabana, RJ
Tel: +55 21 2548 9966

HOSPITAL BARRA D’OR (PRIVATE)
Av. Airton Senna 2541, 
Barra da Tijuca, RJ
Tel: + 55 21 2430 3600

Health Information and Concerns
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